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The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Aled  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
residents  in  your  district  and  the  sanitary  conditions  under 
which  they  live.  In  it,  I have  included  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor’s Report  to  me  on  his  work  during  1949. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  population  of  the  area  has  risen, 
the  birth  rate  has  risen  and  the  death  rate  has  fallen.  Whoop- 
ing Cough  and  Measles  were  more  rife  but  other  diseases 
less  frequent. 

Last  year  I commented  on  the  Health  Services  and  the 
changes  it  has  brought  or  hopes  to  bring.  So  far  there  has 
been  little  development.  The  Council  saw  fit  to  protest 
against  the  closure  of  St.  Asaph  Isolation  Hospital  before  a 
substitute  hospital  near  at  hand  had  been  opened.  The 
Appeal  appeared  to  be  successful,  but  infectious  cases  now  go 
to  Colwyn  Bay. 

No  schemes  have  yet  been  published  for  the  care  of  the 
aged  and  chronic  invalids.  In  this  connection  however,  I am 
glad  to  acknowledge  the  energy  with  which  Mr.  Lowe,  the 
Denbigh  County  Social  Welfare  Officer,  has  shown  in  helping 
the  cases  I have  referred  to  him. 

The  County  Divisions  are  not  yet  functioning  although  No. 
2 Western  Division  Committee  has  met.  No  attempt  to  find 
a Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  serve  the  Division  has  been 
made.  This  may  be  regarded  as  imminent. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret — both  for  personal  and  for  public 
reasons — that  I have  to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  H.  Arwel 
Thomas,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He  was  ever 
helpful  and  ever  considerate;  he  expected  the  best  from  those 
of  us  who  were  on  his  Staff  and  because  he  expected  the  best 
he  got  it.  He  trusted  us  and  we  trusted  him. 
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May  I,  Sir,  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of 
all  the  members  of  your  Staff — the  Clerk,  the  Treasurer,  and 
the  Surveyor — who  have  never  hesitated  to  give  me  the  bene- 
fits of  their  knowledge,  and  especially  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
whose  enthusiasm  and  ability  has  ever  been  ready  for  any 
task  I imposed. 

Lastly,  may  I thank  you  and  your  Council  for  the  many 
kindnesses  shown  to  me  during  the  year.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  serve  you. 


Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Aled  Rural  District 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  69,206  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Population  mid-1949  ...  6,985 

Inhabited  Houses 2,083 

Rateable  Value £26,186 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £106  7s.  Id. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  

62 

53 

..  115 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Total 

65 

56 

..  121 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

= 17.3. 

still-births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 0.7 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate , 1 ...  3 ...  4 

Illegitimate ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Total 1 ...  3 ...  4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  — 33.0 
DEATHS. 

Male  : 37.  Female  : 38  Total : 75. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 10.8. 

Deaths  from : 


(a)  Puerperal  Causes 0 

(b)  Cancer 11 

(c)  Measles .- 0 

(d)  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 0 


It  is  not  practical  to  give  the  rates  for  each  Parish  indivi- 
dually as  very  small  numbers  do  not  give  informative  Statis- 
tics but  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in 
each  Parish  (as  allocated  by  the  local  Registrars). 


Abergele  (Rural)  ...  ... 

Male. 

1 

Female. 

4 

Total 

5 

Bylchau 

2 

3 

5 

Bettws-yn-Rhos 

2 

2 

4 

Cefn 

0 

2 

2 

Llanelian  

5 

1 

6 

'Llanfair  T.H 

9 

9 

18 

Llanefydd  

4 

6 

10 

Llansannan  

5 

1 

6 

Llansantffraid 

10 

7 

17 

Trefnant  

2 

7 

9 

40 

42 

82 

These  concern  deaths  notified  locally  and  include  7 which 
were  probably  attributed  to  other  areas  by  the  Registrar- 
General. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  1949  figures  compare 
with  those  of  1948  and  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
1949  in  England  and  Wales 
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Population 

England  & Wales. 

Aled. 

1948. 

6808 

1949 

6985 

Live  Births 



100 

121 

Birth  Rate  

16.7  ... 

14.7 

17.3 

Still-Births 

. ...  

4 

5 

Still-Birth  Rate  

0.39  ... 

0.58  ... 

0.7 

Deaths 



77 

75 

Death  Rate 

11.7 

11.3 

10.8 

Infant  Deaths 



3 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

32 

30 

33 

The  comparability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar-General 
is  0.92.  This  is  the  factor  that  takes  into  account  for  exam- 
ple, the  age  of  the  population  in  the  area.  Obviously  when 
the  youth  of  an  area  tends  to  emigrate,  leaving  only  the  young 
and  the  elderly,  that  area  will  have  a relatively  high  number 
of  deaths  even  if  it  is  a healthy  area.  In  Aled  we  had  a death- 
rate  of  10.8.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  what  the  rate  would 
be  if  we  had  an  “ average  ” population.  The  corrected  figure 
is  10.6. 

However,  the  Statistics  for  Aled  are  good.  The  birth-rate 
is  above  the  average  and  the  death-rate  is  below  the  average. 
For  what  it  is  worth,  considering  that  we  had  onIv  4 infant 
deaths,  the  infant  mortality  rate  equals  that  of  Country 
as  a whole. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death : — 


Male. 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Sysetm  ... 

1 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  other  regions  

...  1 

0 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  

2 

0 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast,  etc 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

4 

•s 

9 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

5 

1 

6 

Heart  Diseases  

8 

23 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

0 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach,  etc 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformation,  etc.  ...  

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  

1 

0 

1 

Road  Accidents 

...  ...  o 

1 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

0 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

3 

3 

6 

37 


38 


75 
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This  list  shows  that  there  were  more  deaths  from  Tuber- 
culosis than  in  1948;  fewer  deaths  from  Cerebral  haemorrhage 
and  more  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  three  of  the  four  infant  deaths  were 
due  to  congenital  defect  or  injury  prior  to  birth.  As  usual 
the  main  causes  of  death  were  heart  and  blood-vessel  diseases 
(30),  and  Cancer  (11). 

Aged  at  which  death  occurred  were : — 


Male.  Female.  Total 

0—  1 1 ...  3 ...  4 

1—  5 1 ...  1 ...  2 

5—20 1 ...  0 ...  1 

20—40  ...  2 ...  4 ...  6 

40—60  4 ...  3 ...  7 

60—70  12  ...  11  ...  23 

Over  70  19  ...  20  ...  39 


40  42  82 


28  of  the  75  deaths  attributed  to  Aled  concerned  Aled  resi- 
dents who  died  in  other  districts,  i.e.,  usually  in  a Hospital  at 
Denbigh,  Rhyl  or  Colwyn  Bay.  It  will  be  noted  that  approxi- 
mately half  of  the  deaths  concerned  persons  over  70  years  of 
age. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 


1 . Labaratory  Services : 

(a)  Bacteriological. — Samples  of  milk,  ice  cream,  water, 
etc.,  are  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway  for  bacteriological  investigation. 

Throat  swabs,  faeces,  blood,  cerebro-spinal  fluid, 
sputum,  etc.,  are  also  investigated  there,  free  of 
charge,  for  medical  practicioners. 

(b)  Pathological  and  Biochemical. — The  examination  of 
any  material  likely  to  help  doctors  in  the  diagnosis 
of  disease  is  carried  out  free  at  the  Laboratories 
established  at  the  Hospitals  of  the  Clwyd  and  Dee- 
side  Hospital  Board. 

(c)  Water  is  examined  for  purity  by  two  methods: — 
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(i)  Chemical. — This  method  is  used  to  trace  “long  dis- 
tance” contamination — e.g.,  contamination  in  the 
collecting  grounds,  essentially.  It  indicates  risk 
rather  than  present  danger.  Samples  are  not  taken 
often.  The  test  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  the  Assay  Office,  Goss  Street,  Chester. 

•>-:  • f :<!  :■*.  I i ,Tt  =..(  ■ , \r 

(ii)  Bacteriological. — This  method  indicates  whether  or 
not  a sample  is  actually  dangerous.  Samples  are 
taken  frequently.  In  some  cases  fortnightly  and  in 
others  monthly.  Tests  are  done  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway. 

(d)  Milk  . — Chemical  testing  of  milk  for  adulteration — 
i.e.,  added  water,  etc.,  is  carried  out  for  the  County 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

I.'.  i i,  ■ !■  :r,r!i-0  -at,  by;  *t.:V 

Bacteriologist  testing  (for  keeping  quality  and  contamina- 
tion by  dirt,  etc.),  is  carried  out  for  this  Council  by  the  Bac- 
teriologist to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  an  Ambulance  stationed  at 
Bron-y-Nant  Isolation  Plospital,  Colwyn  Bay  and  one  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  St.  Asaph.  Transport  is  arranged  by  the 
Hospital  Authorities  when  admission  is  asked  for. 

(b)  General  Cases. — Responsibility  for  the  transport  of 
sick  to  and  from  Hospital  is  laid  on  the  County  Council  and 
is  obtained  by  application  in  writing  to  a medical  practitioner 
(except  in  case  of  emergency,  e.g.,  accident  or  surgical 
catastrophe).  Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Colwyn  Bay, 
Abergele  and  Denbigh.  Transport  should  be  arranged 
through  the  County  Council  (or  County  Borough  Council)  of 
the  area  in  which  the  patient  has  resided  for  the  previous 
three  months. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  now  provided  free  by  the  County  Council  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Nurses 
are  stationed  as  previously  in  strategic  parts  of  the  area. 
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CLINICS. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  only  one 
which  meets  in  the  area  is  at  Gian  Conway  where  a Child 
Welfare  Clinic  meets  at  2 p.m.  on  alternate  Mondays  in  the 
Church  House.  The  residents  of  Aled  are,  however,  well 
provided  with  Clinics  in  neighbouring  towns. 


Colwyn  Bay:  At  the  Clinic,  Nant  y-Glyn  Road! 

*Tuesdays : Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
each  week. 

^Wednesdays:  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.  (alternate 
weeks). 

Thursdays : Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  (alternate 
weeks). 

Fridays:  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  9.30  a.m.  (on  first  and 
third  Fridays  in  each  month). 

*Fridays:  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m.  each  week. 

The  Obstetric  Consultant  attends  once  every  four  weeks 

on  a Thursday  when  he  sees  women  by  appointment. 

These  appointments  are  made  at  the  Friday  ante-natal 

Clinic. 


Llysfaen: 

*Church  Flouse — alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 


Mochdre: 

*Church  House — alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m..  Child 
Welfare. 


Denbigh: 

*Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  alternate 
Wednesdays. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  all  other  Wednesdays. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wednes- 
days. These  are  all  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane, 
Denbigh. 
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Abergele; 

*Child  Welfare  Centre  at  2 p.m.  on  alternate  Thursdays. 
*Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10.30  a.m.  on  all  other  Thursdays. 

These  are  held  in  the  Baptist  School  Room. 

As  I attend  all  those  marked  with  a * I can  say  that  they 
are  well  patronised  by  mothers  from  the  Aled  district. 


DAY  NURSERY. 
There  is  not  a day  nursery  in  the  area. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  treated  as  follows : — 

1.  Llandudno  and  District  Hospital:  Every  Thursday  at  1 
p.m.  (afternoons — females.  Evenings — males). 

2.  Chester  Royal  Infirmary — Out  Patients’  Department: 
Males — Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Saturday, — noon.  Females — 
Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Thursdays — 5 to  7 p.m. 

3.  Bangor,  Caernarvon  & Anglesey  Infirmary:  Males — Wed- 
nesdays, 6 p.m.  Females — Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  has  given  very  considerable 
anxiety  during  the  year.  The  year  was  an  unusually  dry  one 
with  the  result  that  most  of  the  shallow  wells  and  many  of 
the  Catchment  areas  failed  completely,  and  water  had  to  be 
carried  in  churns,  etc,  to  many  of  the  villages.  The  Council 
is  well  aware  of  this  position  and  is  attempting,  as  far  as  it 
can,  to  prevent  a recurrence,  but  of  course  until  the  large 
scheme  which  are  now  under  consideration  have  been  imple- 
mented, there  is  comparatively  little  that  can  be  done.  The 
detailed  statement  which  follows  shows  the  position  in  the 
various  Parishes. 

Not  only  has  the  quantity  of  water  given  the  Council  reason 
for  worry,  but  in  many  cases  the  qual'ty  has  been  doubtful. 
1 am  glad  to  say  that  the  Council  has  appreciated  this  position 
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and  where  possible  or  practicable  has  attempted  to  remedy 
the  source  of  contamination.  Frequent  testing  has  taken 
place,  both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological,  and  works  have 
been  carried  out  which  we  hope  will  lead  to  a satisfactory 
water  supply. 

Abergele  Rural  Parish. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  this 
parish  since  the  last  report.  A spring  supply  for  a proposed 
housing  site  is  being  developed. 


Bylchau. — The  scheme  to  supply  this  and  adjoining  parishes 
from  Llyn  Bran  is  progressing  favourably  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  work  will  be  commenced  in  1950. 


Llanelian. — During  the  Summer  months  it  was  again  neces- 
sary to  carry  water  to  this  parish.  A notice  has  been  erected 
near  the  village  well  advising  users  to  boil  all  water  before 
use.  This  water  has  proved  to  be  highly  polluted. 

Cefn. — No  change  has  occured  in  this  parish  but  over  100 
of  the  123  houses  in  the  parish  are  supplied  with  water 
derived  from  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  mains. 


Betws-yn-Rhos. — Conditions  in  this  parish  are  the  same  as 
reported  last  year.  Water  had  again  to  be  carried  to  this 
parish  during  the  summer. 


Llannefydd. — In  this  parish  also,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  warn  users  of  water  from  the  village  pump  to  boil 
supplies  before  use.  The  proposed  new  Council  Houses  at 
Cefn  Berain  will  be  supplied  from  a spring  supply  at  Nant 
Uchaf  Farm.  ■ 

Llansannan. — Shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  the 
parish  during  the  summer  months.  The  Council  is  investigat- 
ing the  possibilities  of  a deep  bore  hole  to  supplement  the 
existing  supply.  Repairs  and  improvements  have  been  car- 
ried out  to  the  collecting  chamber  of  the  small  supply  to  Tan 
y.Fron. 

The  supply  to  the  hamlet  of  Brynrhydyrarian  is  unsatis- 
factory and  users  had  to  be  advised  to  boil  all  water. 
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Llanfairtalhaiarn.— The  chlorinating  plant  referred  to  in 
last  year’s  report  has  now  been  installed  and  is  working 
satisfactorily.  A residual  chlorine  content  of  0.5  parts  per 
million  is  being  maintained. 

Gian  Conway. — No  changes  have  been  made  to  the  supply 
in  this  parish. 

Trejfnant. — -The  quality  of  the  water  to  this  parish  which  is 
obtained  in  bulk  from  Rhyl  U.D.C.  has  been  consistently  good. 
A booster  pump  has  been  installed  and  this  has  effected  an 
improvement  in  the  supply  to  residents  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  parish. 

REPORTS  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
AND  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

The  attached  schedule  gives  details  of  reports  on  water  sup- 
plies in  the  district : — 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Public  Sewage  works  are  available  in  the  following  parishes 
only:  Trefnant,  Llansannan,  Llanfairtalhaiarn,  Gian  Conway. 

Parish  of  Llansannan. — The  new  sewage  disposal  works  is 
nearing  completion.  Connections  are  being  made  voluntarily 
by  owners.  The  total  number  of  connections  provided  for  is 
80.  including  those  already  made. 

Parish  of  Trefnant. — Consideration  is  being  given  by  the 
Council  to  the  provision  of  filter  beds  at  the  existing  disposal 
works.  The  present  system  of  land  irrigation  is  proving  un- 
satisfactory. 83  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Llanfairtalhaiarn. — A scheme  for  the  resewering  of  the  vil- 
lage is  being  prepared.  The  present  sewer  has  been  a source 
of  trouble  during  the  past  year.  102  houses  are  now  connec- 
ted to  the  sewer. 

Gian  Conway. — No  change  can  be  reported  in  the  sewage 
disposal  system  of  this  parish.  An  extension  of  the  present 
system  would  be  desirable,  together  with  a proper  means  of 
disposal.  The  present  system  of  direct  discharge  into  the 
Conway  estuary  is  by  no  means  satisfactory  . The  septic  tank 
serving  the  Council  Estate  at  Bryn  Rhys  has  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  A proper  sewerage  scheme  for  this  end  of  the 
parish  is  very  desirable. 

General. — Owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district  it  is 
not  possible  to  formulate  a comprehensive  system  of  sewage 
disposal.  Conversion  of  existing  conservancy  methods  of 
disposal  into  water  borne  systems  with  tanks  and  filters  will 
depend  upon  the  progress  made  in  the  various  water  supply 
schemes. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  following  statement  has  been  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  D. 
Wynne  Griffiths,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Denbigh  County 
Council : — 

i'articulars  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  under  the  above  Act, 
in  the  Aled  Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December, 
1949 
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Article 

Milk  

No. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  genuine 
or  sub-standard. 

8 

4 

4 

Jam  

1 

1 

Butter  

1 

1 

Cheese  ...  

1 

1 

Tongue  Paste  

1 

1 

Sweets  

1 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets  

1 

1 

Cakes  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

. . i ’ t . . ‘ - • > 

15 

11 

4 

Three  of  the  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  slightly  below  the  stan- 
dard of  fat,  and  one  contained  added  water.  The  party  responsible  for 
the  sample  containing  added  water  was  prosecuted  and  fined. 


All  the  other  samples  were  genuine,  and  free  from  all  prohibited  pre- 
servatives and  colouring  matter. 

(Signed)  D.  WYNNE  GRIFFITH, 

Chief  Inspector  for  the  County  of  Denbigh. 


16  Woodland  Road  East, 
Colwyn  Bay. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

The  responsibility  for  protecting  infants  and  children 
against  smallpox  and  against  diphtheria  rests  on  the  County 
Council.  Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  done  by  the  General 
Practitioners — very  few  children  are  so  treated.  This  is  un- 
fortunate. Long  years  of  security  have  lulled  us  into  com- 
plaisance that  is  apt  to- be  rudely  disturbed  as  in  Glasgow 
recently.  The  incubation  period,  i.e.,  the  interval  between 
infection  and  the  appearance  of  symtoms,  is  about  12  days. 
This  was  a fairly  safe  interval  with  slower  ships,  but  with 
faster  ships,  overland  routes  and  aircraft,  it  is  not.  There  is 
need  for  propaganda  on  this  subject. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  for  the 
County  Council  by  your  Medical  Officer.  All  schools  have 
been  visited  and  as  a result  nearly  every  child  in  the  area  has 
not  only  been  treated  in  infancy  but  has  received  a stimulat- 
ing dose  during  school  life.  Diphtheria  is  now  a very  rare 
disease  in  our  area. 

There  is  some  evidence  that  when  a child  has  been  infected 
by  the  germ  of  Infantile  Paralysis,  during  the  previous  month, 
innoculation  against  Diphtheria  or  Whooping  Cough  may  be 
harmful ; so  that  there  may  not  be  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
parents,  I wish  to  emphasise  that  if  ever  cases  of  infantile 
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paralysis  occur  in  this  or  surrounding  districts,  immunisation 
will  be  suspended.  If  any  parent  finds  me  willing  to  immunise 
that  parent  may  take  it  that  there  are  no  known  cases  of 
infantile  paralysis  in  the  district  and  that  therefore  immunisa- 
tion is  safe. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  were  six  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  none  of  Diphtheria  in  the  year: — 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases  notified 
at  ages. 

Years. 

No.  of 
ages 

Deaths  at 
Years. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  b. 

— 
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<L> 

"C 
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3 

■o 
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d 

LO 
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\J 
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a j 
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-a 
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rt 

-n 

r— • 

-ri 
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<D 

■o 
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rt 

lo 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Total  cases  re- 
moved to  H’pital. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5.  1 

— 

5 and  under  15.  i 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards.  | 

Total. 

Whooping  Cough  

24 

1 

6 

17! 

...i 

j 

Measles 

39 

10 

27 

i 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

6 

2 

i 

2 

1 

11... 

1 

1 

i 

3 

5 

Pulmonary  T.B 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

...|  1 
1 

... 

2 

2 

4 

Non-Pulmonarv  T.B.  ... 

i 

1 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  

6 

J 

1 

1 

i 

iU  ... 
1 1 

... 

1 

| 

1 

Diphtheria 

*1 

1 1 

1 

1 

| 1 

1 

F.ry  sipela*; 

1 

1 

1 

...1... 

1 

Total  

,82 

5 1 

22 

47 

3 

6 

3 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 3 

1 

1 

5111 

I 

♦This  case  was  later  proved  not  to  be  diphtheria 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  re- 
lating to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  Milk  Trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

The  distribution  of  Tuberculosis  Notification  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases  during  Year 

Deaths  during  Year. 

Pul- 

monary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pul-  j Non-Pul- 

monary.  1 monary. 

0—  1 

1—  4 

5-  9 ...  ... 

10—14  

1?— 19  

20—24  

25—34  

35-44  

45—54  

55—64  

65  and  upwards  

M.  1-. 

1 ;;;  i 

— ...  i 

— ...  i 

— ...  2 

2 !”  — 

1 | | | | | | | | | | 
3 11111111111 

!n>  l i l i i I i l I I s 
III  — 1 II  1 II  T 

M.  t. 

3 ...  5 

— ...  — 

2 . 2 

— ...  — 

No.  of  Cases  on  Register  1st  No.  of  Cases  on  Register  31st 

January,  1948.  December.  1949. 


Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-- Pi: 

Males 

54 

28 

Males 

...  14 

4 

Females  ...  . 

58 

23 

Females  ... 

...  14 

1 

112 

51 

28 

The  difference  is  due  to  an  overhaul  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  made  during  1949.  Many  w'ho  are  now'  resident  in 
other  areas  and  many  who  may  now  be  regarded  as  cured 
have  now  been  removed  so  that  the  numbers  now'  on  may  be 
regarded  as  showing  the  true  state  in  the  area. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


M/c. 

Number  on 

Number  of 

M/c. 

Premises. 

Line 

Register. 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Line 

No. 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories 

in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

1 

3 

3 

1 

(ii)  Factories 

not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  Local 

20 

Authority  

riii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 
f (excluding  out- 
workers’ p r e - 

2 

. 

18 

2 

2 

rnises) 

3 

3 

Total  

23 

21 

2 

... 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

N U IT 

d 

3 

p 

i-M 

(3) 

iber  of  ca 
efects  we 

O 

O 

E 

O 

V 

(4) 

ses  in  wh 
re  found. 
Refe 

U 

X " 

_ t n 

sz 

(5) 

ich 

rred 

O h 
& 

G T’ 

c/3 

Z >> 

No.  of 

Q cases  in  whicl 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  

4 

12 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

60 

Unreasonable  tern- 

perature  (S-3) 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4)  

7 

6 

Ineffective  drainage  o; 

floors  (S.6)  

8 

7 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) : — 

fa)  Insufficient 

9 

3 

1 

1 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

10 

... 

ii 

(c)  N o t separate 

for  sexes  

11 

8 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  includ- 

mg  offences  relating 

9 

to  Outwork)  

12 

... 

Total  

60 

3 

1 

... 

1 
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REFUSE  CO  ELECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collections : Once  per  fortnight. 

Premises  from  which  refuse  removed:  1276. 

Loads  removed : 543. 

Total  cost  including  loan  charges:  £914  3s.  6d. 

Cost  per  load  removed:  £1  13s.  8d. 

Cost  per  collection : 6.6d. 

Number  of  Vehicles  used:  One. 

Men  employed:  Three. 

Mileage  per  gallon  of  petrol : 10.8. 

Tips  were  maintained  at  Trefnant,  Gian  Conway,  Llansan- 
nan,  and  Llannefydd.  The  Llansannan  and  Trefnant  tips  will 
shortly  be  discontinued.  A new  site  at  Cefn  is  being  brought 
into  use  and  a further  site  to  serve  the  parishes  of  Llanfair- 
talhaiarn  and  Llansannan  is  being  sought. 

Some  trouble  was  experienced  at  Trefnant  from  an  infes- 
tation of  cockroaches,  but  the  nuisance  was  kept  down  by 
frequent  applications  of  a tip  dressing  containing  D.D.T. 

An  additional  ashbinman  was  engaged  during  the  year,  and 
this  enabled  extra  attention  being  given  to  the  control  of  -.he 
tips. 

SALVAGE. 

In  June  the  paper  buyers  notified  the  Council  that  they  were 
unable  to  continue  to  accept  salvaged  waste  paper.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  find  an  alternate  means  of  disposal,  but 
without  success.  In  these  circumstances  it  was  decided  to 
discontinue  the  salvage  scheme.  In  all  34  tons  of  paper  was 
collected. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  BY  SHOPKEEPERS 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


7 boxes  Camembert  Cheese Decomposed 

1 Tin  Sardines Blown 

2 12oz.  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf  Blown 

4 lib.  tins  Evaporated  Full  Cream  Milk  ...  Blown 

8 20  oz.  tins  Orange  Juice Blown 

1 ll^oz.  tin  Veal  Loaf Blown 

1 14oz.  Tin  Herring Blown 

1 14£oz.  tin  Evaporated  Milk Damaged 


No  statutory  action  in  regard  to  unsound  food  was  taken 
during  the  year. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  Council  ceased  to  be  the  registering  Authority  for  milk 
producers  on  1st  October. 

Number  of  such  producers  at  this  date 548 

Number  Retail  Purveyors  (including  producers)  25 

Number  of  new  registrations 23 

Number  of  milk  distributors  other  than  producers 3 

Number  of  farms  producing  T.T.  milk  as  on  14.2.49 23 

Number  of  farms  producing  Accredited  milk 11 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  up  to  30/9/49  118 

New  cowsheds  or  cowsheds  reconstructed 6 

Informal  notices  served 9 

Informal  notices  complied  with(including  notices  out- 
standing from  1948)  12 

RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Visits  and  Inspections  35 

Samples  taken  (Bacteriological)  15 

Samples  satisfactory 14 

Samples  for  Biological  Test  2 

Samples  showing  negative  result  2 

The  appropriate  informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the 
one  unsatisfactory  sample.  Subsequent  samples  from  the 
same  suppliers  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 


SCHOOL  MILK. 

Pasteurised  milk  is  supplied  to  schools  under  the  National 
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Milk  Scheme.  In  one  case  T.T.  Milk  is  supplied  for  this  pur- 
pose. Three  schools  use  non-pasteurised  ordinary  milk  in  the 
Canteen 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections  123 

Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  54 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies  40 


Satisfactory 21 

Unsatisfactory  19 


Investigations  into  private  supplies  were  generally  under- 
taken in  order  to  assist  farmers  to  obtain  domestic  supplies 
and  in  certain  cases  to  enable  application  to  be  made  for  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  providing  a water  supply. 


ICE  CREAM. 

Two  premises  only  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
No  ice  cream  is  made  within  the  district. 


SHOPS. 


Number  of  shops  in  district 36 

Inspections 1/ 

Notices  served — 


One  butcher’s  shop  is  not  satisfactory  from  a structural 
point  of  view.  The  shop  is,  however,  well  maintained,  and  is 
opened  for  one  day  a week  only.  In  view  of  this  action  is 
being  deferred  for  the  time  being. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 


Number  in  district 12 

Number  of  inspections 12 


All  these  premises  are  well  kept.  In  certain  cases  struc- 
tural defects  are  being  taken  up  with  the  owners. 


SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  primary  schools  in  district 13 


Inspections  and  re-inspections  made 15 

Informal  notices  served  2 

Informal  notices  complied  with  3 

Informal  notices  outstanding 3 

Private  schools  in  district 3 


The  question  of  sanitary  improvements  to  Cefn  Meiriadog 
School,  Llannefydd  and  Llansannan  schools  has  been  again 
before  the  Council.  The  latter  school  is  now  a controlled 
school  and  certain  minor  repairs  have  been  effected.  The 
erection  of  a new  school  for  Llannefydd  is  included  in  the 
1950  School  Building  Programme. 


It  is  hoped  that  water  closets  will  shortly  be  installed  at 
Tan-y-Fron  School.  The  Education  Authority  has  agreed 
to  carry  out  this  work  when  the  sewage  disposal  works  to 
be  provided  for  proposed  Council  Blouses  are  completed. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 
No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Visits  in  connection  with  above 15 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  6 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933,  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Number  of  licences  to  slaughter  issued 17 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  1 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections 4 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 

One  complaint  only  of  rats  was  received  during  the  year. 
The  Rodent  Operator  jointly  employed  by  the  Ruthin  Rural 
District  Council,  Denbigh  and  Ruthin  Boroughs,  and  this 
Council,  has  dealt  with  infestations  on  refuse  tips,  sewers, 
and  private  houses. 
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COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 


Housing  Defects 10 

Overcrowding  1 

Drainage 11 

Refuse,  accumulations,  etc 12 

Office  Accommodation 1 

Water  Supply 2 

Cowsheds 1 

Vermin  2 

Keeping  of  Animals 1 

41 

Informal  Notices  served  re.  above  8 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 8 

Statutory  Notices  served  1 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 1 


The  remaining  complaints  were  dealt  with  without  recourse 
to  the  service  of  notices. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

One  case  of  Anthrax  in  a cow  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  necessary  disinfection  was  carried  out  efficiently. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts)  299 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  337 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


179 

198 
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2— Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  with  Service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  8 


3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  the  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  Council  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  2 


(b)  By  Council  in  default  of  owners — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders — 

Houses  scheduled  demolished  by  owners — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  Housing  Act, 


1936  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  260 
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Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise 1 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Council 46 


Overcrowding. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  investigated  during  the 
year.  One  case  was  abated  through  re-housing.  No  cases 
of  gross  overcrowding  are  believed  to  exist  in  the  district. 


Housing  Generally. 

The  completion  of  the.  Rural  Housing  Survey  now  being 
undertaken  will  reveal  the  housing  conditions  in  the  district. 
Two  facts  emerge  from  inspections  already  carried  out:  (1) 
That  overcrowding  does  not  provide  a serious  problem ; (2) 
That  the  majority  of  houses  in  the  area  are  below  an  accept- 
able standard  of  fitness. 

It  is  felt  that  the  greatest  need  at  the  present  time  is  for 
the  completion  of  reconditioning  of  such  houses  as  can  be 
dealt  with  in  this  manner.  The  condition  of  houses  in  most 
parishes  is  such  that  minor  repairs  do  little  towards  removing 
the  chief  causes- of  bad  housing.  These  have  been  found  to  be 
dampness,  lack  of  water  supply,  and  structural  decay  of  the 
fabric.  The  former  of  these  def.ects  is  difficult  to  remedy, 
especially  as  most  houses  affected  are  of  stone  rubble.  The 
completion  of  major  water  schemes  now  contemplated  will 
provide  a higher  standard  of  housing  at  which  to  aim.  as 
water  will  be  brought  within  reach  of  houses  which  hitherto 
were  dependant  on  intermittent,  spring  and  well  supply. 

The  Council  has  considered  at  length  the  best  method  of 
implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  It  has 
been  decided  to  take  each  parish  in  turn  and  to  use  every 
effort  to  deal  with  conditions  as  revealed  in  the  survey. 

The  limited  experience  so  far  in  the  carrying  out  of  this 
scheme  has  shown  that  progress  will  be  seriously  retarded 
by  the  inadequate  ceiling  figure  for  civil  building  licences. 
At  present,  the  difficulty  is  found  to  lie  not  so  much  in  find- 
ing owners  who  are  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Act,  as  in  the  allocation  of  building  licences.  The  present 
ceiling  figure  available  to  the  Council  is  far  short  of  that 
necessary  to  make  substantial  progress  in  the  matter  of 
reconditioning  of  unfit  houses. 
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Whenever  possible  the  Council  has  taken  action  to  prevent 
the  re-letting  of  an  unfit  house  when  such  a house  becomes 
vacant.  The  present  position  in  this  respect  is  as  follows : — 


Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  a formal  under- 
taking not  to  re-let  has  been  obtained  (Sec.  11 
Housing  Act,  1936)  2 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  informal 

undertaking  has  been  obtained  5 


4 


